St. Jude Pastoral Council

Minutes of monthly meeting held at 6.10 pm
On Thursday, December 4, 2008
Present: 
John LaFond (chairman),  Fr. Dave Rogerson (Pastor), Sr. Betty Schumacher, Robb Beise, Molly Boll, Art Mussman, Genevieve Cahoon,  Maureen Albi, Bob Johnson and Lauren Sing
Apologies:
Angela Elfenson
Opening 
Prayer:
The meeting began at 6.10 pm with a prayer led by Art Mussman.
Update on
Parish

Ministries:
Art reported that income for November exceeded the budget, but that was probably due to the fact that there were 5 weekends in November. Church piano is going to be replaced with a Steinway baby grand which will cost about $25,000. A matching fund donation of $5,000 had been offered and parishioners would be solicited to contribute towards the cost. About $1,700 had been received previously at last year’s Spring Sing concert.

Maureen reported that Pat Smith (coffee & donuts) could use more help and she requested that Pastoral Council host one Sunday in February. Ruth McCabe (Golden Girls) reported that their group was very casual and upcoming events were included in the church newsletter. Rick Casolary (Youth Group) has a wonderful program, and we should invite him to our next meeting to hear what he has planned. Jeff Lair (Sunday Night Liturgy) requested that whenever someone signed up for choir as part of their “Time & Talent” contribution, that he be notified within 24 hours, so that he could follow up immediately. He also preferred that we welcome visitors at the beginning of mass rather than towards the end.


Bob has established contacts and was well received. There is still no contact person for Harrington house, so Bob will talk to Paula Ostlund and Michele Boal regarding this position. The “Right-to-Life” ministry would like more exposure.


Deacon Carl had responded to Genevieve regarding the worship committee, which was concerned with overall liturgy, adult faith formation, liturgical cathechesis for whole parish, and ongoing evaluation of musical worship. They would like to do a survey to address parish goals. The liturgical committee needed items which had not been budgeted for, and would like to be invited to all newcomers’ events. The RCIA team was too small.
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Dec. 4th, 2008
Update on

Parish

Ministries

continued:
Molly advised the meeting that Prayer and Rosary groups were informal groups and they did not have any specific needs.  She had not contacted the social committee yet.


John reported that the numbers on the Arts & Environment committee were low. They were in need of assistance for some large sewing projects. A long-term project was to decorate the Narthex to make it more welcoming/inviting, but it is a difficult task. The Ushers need assistance / guidance on how to be more welcoming. Sr. Betty will contact Aaron Erlandson about possible assistance from the Welcoming Committee. John also attended a Lectors’ update meeting; there is a need for more Lectors at Sunday 5.30pm masses. He will advise Rick Casolary to possibly assist in lectoring with the Youth Group. Veronica Richards will be turning over coordination of the Lectors to Heidi Ochoa, and Heidi will be turning over coordination of the Alter Servers to Corinne Fiske by the summer. There has been concern expressed by some that there is a feeling of more divisiveness at St. Jude’s than in the past. Possible contributing factors are – changes in liturgy, elections, economy, more conservative position by the local Church, etc.

Robb had sent out the liaison letter, but had not had any feedback yet. He will follow up before the January meeting.
Welcoming:
There are 8 people on the Welcoming Committee and good progress is being made. The welcome party went well. The plan is to host Cheese ‘n Wine parties three times a year for new parishioners. Sr. Betty is meeting each new parishioner personally. Ministers of Hospitality will be commissioned in February. 
Focus Areas:
Since the meeting was running late, discussion and update on the three focus areas established last year was postponed until the January meeting.   

Annual Mass-

Our Lady of

Guadalupe
On Saturday 13th, at the 5.00 pm Mass, we will celebrate Our Lady of Guadelupe, with one reading in Spanish and a reception after Mass. 
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Update on

Tent City 4:
The venue for Tent City 4 starting February 1, 2009 had fallen through and St. Jude’s was approached as a potential host. City of Redmond needs at least 60 days to deal with the whole permit process properly. Consequently, St. Jude will not host Tent City 4 starting in February, but will likely get on the list to host later in 2009.
Gary Smith

Appreciation:
Fr. Dave will invite Gary & Pat Smith again to join the PC at a later meeting.

Action Items:
Maureen would send an email with possible dates for serving Coffee & Donuts in February.


John will invite Rick Casolary to our next meeting.


John to ask Rick if the Youth Group could assist with Lectors at the 5.30pm masses.


Bob to contact Paula Ostlund or Michele Boal about coordinating with Harrington House.


Sr. Betty to contact Aaron Erlandson, coordinator of our ushers, about offering assistance to train the ushers to be “ministers of hospitality”.


Sr. Betty will get sewing contact to Amy Cast to assist in Art & Environment projects.


All should consider any items to be included in next year’s budget. 

All will continue in efforts to contact their assigned ministries/groups to get feedback on their goals, parish concerns, and plans for “welcoming”, if they had not done so yet.

January 
Agenda:
Include time for Rick on the agenda.

Welcoming committee update.

Review last year’s focus areas.

Begin budget items discussions.
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Closing Prayer:
John LaFond closed the meeting with grace at 7.40 pm, followed by a potluck dinner.
