St. Jude Pastoral Council

Minutes of monthly meeting held at 7.00 pm

On Thursday, February 5, 2009

Present: 
John LaFond (chairman),  Fr. Dave Rogerson (Pastor), Sr. Betty Schumacher, Robb Beise, Molly Boll, Art Mussman, Genevieve Cahoon,  Maureen Albi, Angela Elfenson and Lauren Sing
Apologies:
Bob Johnson
Opening 
Prayer:
The meeting began at 7.00 pm with a multi-intelligence prayer activity led by Mary Kellison.

Presentation On
Religious Ed 

Program:
Mary Kellison gave a presentation on the Religious Education program for pre-school and elementary school-going children. Currently, there are 350 children and 60 catechists and / or coordinators, which is encouraging. The program being followed is multi – intelligent and there are a variety of activities for each lesson to connect with different types of learners.



Mary has compiled an email list for each grade, and she produces a monthly newsletter, which is also posted on the St. Jude’s website. There is also a brochure handout for new members.

She has noticed that, although numbers remain fairly consistent, the population has been fairly transient.

One of her challenges is to get Grade 3 and 4 children to return. There is always a significant drop-off in participants after Grade 2.

Catholic School

Survey:
Our recent survey indicated that some 160 students would enroll in a Catholic school if one was available. Fr. Dave updated the meeting on the status of talks with Blessed Mother Theresa parish and the challenges they are faced with. BMT is deciding whether to team with other surrounding parishes or proceed independently.
Tent City 4:
Share Wheel has requested that St. Jude host Tent City 4 during the months of May, June and July. An open forum is planned for Thursday evening,  February 12th at 7pm in the Parish hall. Mark Mackaman and Jay Beaver will co-ordinate the permit application process in conjunction with Share Wheel.
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Sound Alliance: 
Sr. Betty requested that the PC discuss and decide whether St. Jude should become a member of Sound Alliance, which is a non-partisan group of churches, unions, civic organizations etc. They hold leadership training, and 

promote networking between various organizations on a larger scale. Their 5 focus areas are: Education, Healthcare, Immigration, Housing and Sustainable 

Jobs and Environment.  
2 – 6 hour training sessions were scheduled for Feb 28th and March 7th for any interested parties. Molly agreed to attend these sessions.  It was agreed that a decision would be made at the next meeting.

Archdiocesan
Stewardship 

Committee:
Art had attended the meeting. Each parish has to have a Stewardship plan. Art will pass on the information to Tina Petesch (Stewardship Committee).
Hospitality

Celebration:
Molly suggested that an internal celebration be held with all the ministeries coming together for song, prayer, and socializing. Alternatively, a much larger celebration could be planned including other churches. Fr. Dave suggested that Molly meet with him to discuss these ideas further.
Friends of 

Youth Meal:
A request had been made to supply a meal for about 15 teenagers in Overlake for the YMCA “Friends of Youth” program. Twelve different ministries are being approached in the parish, each to supply one meal.

This request of the PC was accepted and Genevieve will coordinate with Annette Jones.

Coffee & 
Donuts:
The PC was scheduled to host coffee & donuts after 9am and 11am Masses on Sunday, February 22nd. However, instead of coffee and donuts, Alain and ???? from Cameroon will be providing refreshments. PC members will assist with set-up, serving and clean-up. Maureen will email a reminder.
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Fight Freedom 
Of Choice Act 

Postcard: 
The postcard campaign appears to have been well received. Many postcards were taken by parishioners.

Penny Bergstrom from the Respect Life committee has requested to be included on next month’s agenda, to address the need for more parish support. Fr. Dave will contact Penny to determine if her concerns should be addressed to him or to the PC.
Welcoming

Committee:
Sr. Betty reported that this was going well. 2 Cheese-N-Wines were planned for February.
Three Goals

From Last 

year:
Sr Betty recapped the 3 focus areas which were identified last year, and updated on how each goal was being addressed. The 3rd goal still needs to be worked on: “Strengthen St. Jude’s Parish by striving to become a faith community of life-long learners.” Although progress is being made on these goals, they are long-term and will be worked on into the next year.
Next Year’s 

Budget 

Priorities:
The Finance Council is preparing to start working on the next year’s budget. Art presented a summary of the broad goals, which were discussed and agreed upon. Art will email his formal proposal to all members for further comment, and then present these to the Finance Council at their next meeting.
Plan for PC

Candidate 

selections:
Fr. Dave will meet with John and Maureen to draft a process for selecting new candidates. It was agreed that the process should include a way that any parishioner who wished to volunteer could be nominated to be on the PC.
Fr. Lovett’s 50th
Anniversary:
A celebration in honor of Fr. Lovett’s 50th Anniversary of priesthood is being planned for the end of May. Ann Case and Kay Dudycha are coordination the celebration.
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Action Items:
Maureen will send an email reminder for helping serve refreshments on February, 22nd.


Genevieve to coordinate “Friends of Youth” Meal for Homeless Youth with Annette Jones.


Art to email proposals to take to Finance Council meeting.


John and Maureen to meet with Fr. Dave to Draft process of selecting new candidates.

Molly to meet with Fr. Dave to discuss Hospitality Celebrations.

Fr. Dave to contact Penny Bergstrom regarding Respect Life issues and determine whether they should be presented to the PC.



All to discern about whether or not to join Sound Alliance.

Closing Prayer:
Robb Beise closed the meeting with a prayer at 9.10 pm.



